
IDAHOANS ARE AGAINST SELLING OFF OR  
SEIZING THEIR NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS

In Idaho, U.S. public land makes up: 

Over the last 40 years, counties with at least 30% protected national land saw  

job growth 4X faster than counties with no protected land.

IT’S UNPOPULAR
Idahoans love their national public land— 
but a few politicians want to assume state control.

32.6 million acres or 

61.6% of Idaho land

WHAT STANDS TO BE LOST

Idahoans know this—according to a 2012 Idaho Outdoor Business Council poll: 

92% of Idahoans believe that recreation on public lands is essential to the economy. 

Land seizure is impractical economically. What’s at stake?

ID OUTDOOR 
RECREATION 
GENERATES:

$$
$6.3 billion 
in consumer 
spending

$1.8 billion 
in wages and 
salaries

77,000 
 jobs

According to a 2012 poll from the Idaho Outdoor Business Council, Idahoans approve of the work 
done by federal land management agencies to protect and preserve public land.

“ ““One of the things our federal government 
does well is protect and preserve our national 
heritage through the management of forests, 
national parks and other public lands.”

DISAGREE

AGREE

24%

73%

In 2016, Idaho’s U.S. Representative Mike Simpson summed up the crux of the issue when he 
explained what happens when the state has control of public lands:

““Let me tell you why people live in Idaho, they live in Idaho because they love their public lands.... Let me tell you what 
happens when you sell those public lands. We just sold 30,000 acres in Idaho to a couple of Texans. That was a lot of fun. All of a 
sudden they denied access. So, all of a sudden people can’t access their favorite fishing hole or their hunting grounds....  
And that’s a problem.”

https://headwaterseconomics.org/economic-development/trends-performance/west-is-best-value-of-public-lands/
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R42346.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R42346.pdf
http://www.idahooutdoorbusinesscouncil.org/news/2012/10/11/idaho-voters-agree-no-budget-cuts-for-conservation-funding.html
http://www.idahooutdoorbusinesscouncil.org/news/2012/10/11/idaho-voters-agree-no-budget-cuts-for-conservation-funding.html
https://outdoorindustry.org/images/ore_reports/ID-idaho-outdoorrecreationeconomy-oia.pdf
https://outdoorindustry.org/images/ore_reports/ID-idaho-outdoorrecreationeconomy-oia.pdf
https://outdoorindustry.org/images/ore_reports/ID-idaho-outdoorrecreationeconomy-oia.pdf
http://www.idahooutdoorbusinesscouncil.org/news/2012/10/11/idaho-voters-agree-no-budget-cuts-for-conservation-funding.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yX6z41iFSus&feature=youtu.be&t=56m57s


““... the people of the state of Idaho do agree and declare that we forever disclaim all right  
and title to the unappropriated public lands lying within the boundaries thereof...”

IT’S UNFAIR

Places like Idaho’s stunning
 

JIM MCCLURE -  
JERRY PEAK  

WILDERNESS AREA
 

belong to every American,  
including future generations, 
to someday visit and enjoy.

IT’S UNCONSTITUTIONAL

Article 4, Section 3 of the U.S. Constitution gives Congress 
exclusive authority over federal property, “without limitation.”

• Idaho’s Enabling Act states:

In 2016, Western Attorneys General voted 11-1 to approve a 
report casting significant doubts on the land seizure’s legal 
arguments. 
 
When the Idaho legislature was considering a 2016 bill claiming that 
the total transfer of U.S. public lands was guaranteed at statehood, 
Idaho’s own Attorney General Lawrence Wasden issued a legal 
opinion concluding that “this premise has no support in the law.”

Despite its questionable legality, states have spent massive 
sums of taxpayer money studying land seizure.

• Utah spent $450,000 on a study which concluded that  
 a transfer would cost the state $280 mil l ion  annually. 
 Despite that, Utah established a funding source for what  
 is expected to be a $14 mil l ion lawsuit  to seize  
 national lands. 

IT’S EXPENSIVE

In 2015, U.S. land management agencies spent $2.1 bi l l ion 
on fire suppression and prevention.  

If Idaho managed all of its public lands, it would have to cover 
this cost—to put it into perspective, the state’s law enforcement 
budget in 2014 was $55 million.

STATE FY15 USFS & BLM 
SUPPRESSION COSTS

FY14 USFS & BLM
SUPPRESSION COSTS

FY14 STATE LAW  
ENFORCEMENT SPENDING

ID
OR
MT

$167 million

$178 million

$80 million

$79 million

$218 million

$30 million

$55 million

$180 million

$49 million

FIRE SUPPRESSION COSTS V. STATE LAW ENFORCEMENT SPENDING

“The pointless crusade to 
illegally seize federal lands 
has ground on for years. It’s 
an expensive farce, one that 
will go nowhere and serves 
only to keep hardliners well 
fed. Too much has already 
been spent on second legal 
opinions, useless meetings 
and general griping.”

—  
   Twin Falls Times-News 
     4.1.2015

EDITORIAL

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/scnf/specialplaces/?cid=fseprd476764
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/scnf/specialplaces/?cid=fseprd476764
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/scnf/specialplaces/?cid=fseprd476764
https://www.acslaw.org/acsblog/public-land-transfer-laws-not-constitutional-then-not-constitutional-now
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idconst/ArtXXI/Sect19/
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/e8a2cd9143e14b3397c5ba8d2bfde9c0/apnewsbreak-attorneys-general-cast-doubt-utah-land-push
http://www.spokesman.com/documents/2016/mar/15/attorney-general-opinion-hb-582/
http://publiclands.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/1.%20Land%20Transfer%20Analysis%20Final%20Report.pdf
http://publiclands.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/1.%20Land%20Transfer%20Analysis%20Final%20Report.pdf
http://publiclands.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/1.%20Land%20Transfer%20Analysis%20Final%20Report.pdf
http://le.utah.gov/~2016/bills/static/HB0287.html
http://www.sltrib.com/home/3287281-155/utah-commission-votes-to-sue-feds
https://www.nifc.gov/fireInfo/fireInfo_documents/SuppCosts.pdf
https://www.census.gov/govs/local/
http://magicvalley.com/news/opinion/editorial/our-view-end-the-land-takeover-farce-now/article_c654d656-0d28-519e-a5d1-70559e8e41cb.html

